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Symposium Highlights

The Centers of Academic Excellence in Cybersecurity Community Celebrates Landmark
Innovations and Growth at 2025 CAE in Cybersecurity Community Symposium in
Charleston, South Carolina. 

The Centers of Academic Excellence in Cybersecurity Community (CAE in Cybersecurity
Community), hosted by the CAE Community National Center at California State University,
San Bernardino, proudly concluded its largest symposium to date in Charleston, South
Carolina. The 2025 CAE-C Symposium sold out in advance and welcomed 600 attendees—
a record for the Community—bringing together cybersecurity educators, government
partners, researchers, and industry leaders from across the nation in a shared mission: to
strengthen the cybersecurity workforce.

The three-day event, held April 8–10, 2025, marked a defining moment for the CAE-C
Community. Attendees witnessed the announcement of new CAE designations, the
unveiling of the CyberAI Program of Study, and advancements in key initiatives, including
experiential learning, competency-driven education, and cross-sector collaboration.

The new CyberAI Program of Study was announced
at the 2025 CAE Symposium. Developed by the
National Security Agency (NSA), the National
Science Foundation (NSF), and academic leads at
Towson University, the program integrates artificial
intelligence and machine learning into the Centers
of Academic Excellence in AI curricula. The initiative
equips students with the interdisciplinary skills
needed to address evolving threats and workforce
demands.

PRESS RELEASE

CyberAI Program of Study Launch



The CAE in Cybersecurity Community is a national
network of institutions designated by the National
Centers of Academic Excellence in Cybersecurity
(NCAE-C), managed by the NSA. Through
strategic engagement with academia, industry,
and government, the CAE-C Community delivers
critical resources, professional development, and
student pathways to support a resilient and
skilled cybersecurity workforce. 
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Designation Ceremony

Symposium Proceedings

This year, the CAE Community released its first published CAE Community Symposium
Proceedings, showcasing over 90 breakout presentations from designated institutions in
Cyber Defense, Cyber Research, and Cyber Operations. Topics covered included AI-driven
cyber defense, the cybersecurity talent gap, ethical reasoning, and experiential learning
models.

About the CAE in Cybersecurity Community

Community Recognitions

Over 100 individuals and Institutions were recognized for their contributions to the greater
cyber security workforce. These recognitions included critical work in the areas of cyber
defense, research, operations, and outreach.

Led by the National Center leads, the 2025 CAE Symposium recognized 47 newly
designated institutions. These leaders included Dr. Tony Coulson (CAE Community National
Center), Michele Robinson and Stephen Troupe (Candidates National Center), Dr. Sharon
Hamilton (Careers Preparation National Center), Dr. John Sands (Education Pathways
National Center), and Stephen Miller (Peer Review National Center).
The recognition ceremony was joined by leadership from the Department of Defense
(DoD), including Dr. Diba Hadi, Principal Director for Cyber Academic Engagement, and
Mark Gorak, Principal Director for Resources & Analysis in the Office of the DoD Chief
Information Officer.
Photos of the newly designated institutions can be found in the “Photos” section of the CAE
website.
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