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Cybersecurity involves protecting information and 
systems from major cyber threats, such as cyber 
terrorism, cyber warfare, and cyber espionage. In 
their most disruptive form, cyber threats take aim at 
secret, political, military, or infrastructural assets of a 
nation, or its people. Governments, private 
industries, and institutions spend billions of dollars 
annually on cybersecurity.

Mowhawk Valley Community College’s 
Cybersecurity Associate Degree program combines 
the study of criminal justice and computer 
technology to address current needs in the 
cybersecurity field. It prepares students to identify 
vulnerabilities and threats that affect corporate and 
government computer networks; to protect critical 
information in cyberspace; and to effectively design, 
implement, and support security policies for a large 
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scale enterprise network. 

Students examine a wide variety of security 
analysis/defensive tools and concepts, and then 
attempt to circumvent them. This program prepares 
students to transfer to upper division cybersecurity 
programs or assume entry-level positions in the 
cybersecurity Industry.

Montreat College’s Bachelor of Science in 
Cybersecurity degree equips students with the 
knowledge and skills necessary to serve in today’s 
competitive business and government environment. 
Operating under the college’s Center for 
Cybersecurity Education and Leadership, Montreat’s 
program emphasizes character and ethics as 
essential components of cybersecurity education. 
“Every cyber program in America teaches students 
how to be offensive hackers,” says Montreat College 
President Paul Maurer. “When you teach a student to 
do that, they’d better have a moral compass, 
because every frontline cyber professional in the 
world has the keys to your kingdom.”

Montreat College’s program provides training and 
preparation in information technology, cybersecurity, 
business administration, and quantitative analysis, 
preparing students for professional positions in a 
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variety of technology specializations. Montreat’s 
unique approach to teaching combines the 
theoretical with the practical, as faculty bring 
extensive real-world technology experience to the 
classroom. Classroom instruction is often augmented 
with outside technology speakers and information 
technology facility tours. In many courses, student 
projects involve solving technology problems and 
providing information technology services to actual 
real-world organizations. Additionally, all students 
complete cybersecurity internships prior to 
graduation. 

Since receiving the CAE-CDE designation for the 
bachelor’s degree program, Montreat College has 
added cybersecurity certificate programs, a 
cybersecurity associate degree program, and a 
Master’s of Business Administration with a 
concentration in cybersecurity management.
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